
 
Branko Deljanin is President and Head Gemologist at “CGL 
Canadian gemlab”, and Director of “Gemmological Research 
Industries Inc” Vancouver (Canada). He is a research 
gemologist with extensive experience in advanced testing of 
diamonds and gemstones and gemology instructor in 17 
countries on 4 continents. He is internationally recognized as 
a diamond authority. He has been a regular contributor to 
trade and gemological magazines and presented reports at 
several research and gemological conferences, including 
annual Mediterranean Gemmological and Jewelry Conference 
that he co-founded in 2015. He is an invited speaker at 
shows, events and conferences organized by AGTA, AGA, 
AGIL, ASA, AGS, CIBJO, De Beers, GIA, ICA, GIT, NAJA and 
NCJV, and lab organizations.  
 

 

 
Albert Robinson has been a diamond and colored gemstone 
writer and editor for the past 15 years and is well-known as 
an industry journalist. He is the former Editor-in-Chief of IDEX 
Online and Magazine and is currently the VP for International 
Business Development for The New Jeweller group. Albert is 
also the former Communications Consultant for the World 
Federation of Diamond Bourses. He has worked for the 
Antwerp World Diamond Center and HRD Antwerp, the 
International Colored Gemstone Association (ICA) and CIBJO, 
and written for publications in Israel, Antwerp, India and 
Hong Kong. 
 

 

 
Rob Bates has written about the diamond and jewelry 
industries for over 25 years, with over 20 of them as senior 
editor and news director at JCK. His responsibilities include 
compiling JCK’s daily e-newsletter and co-hosting its monthly 
podcast, The Jewelry District. His blog, ‘Cutting Remarks’, has 
won two Jesse H. Neal awards from American Business 
Media.  He has also won five Eddies from Folio magazine, the 
American Gem Society’s prestigious Triple Zero award, 
Jewelers of America's GEM Award for Media Excellence, and 
the Jewelers' Security Alliance's industry service award. He 
recently released his first diamond industry-themed mystery 
novel, A Murder is Forever.  
 

 



 
Dan Scott is Founder and Brand Architect with Luxe Licensing, 
LLC, a New York/metro brand and marketing 
agency.  Nominated as a finalist for CMO of the Year and 
honoured within America’s Top 500 
CMOs http://www.danscott.com/execrank Dan is a 
contributing author for worldwide industry and consumer 
publications including Lab Grown Magazine, Rapaport, 
Diamonds.net, Jewellery Business, Solitaire Magazine, Stern 
Business, CMO Council Circle and BrandWeek. Dan holds a 
Masters in Marketing from NYU’s Stern School of Business 
and conducts digital video educational courses with Parsons 
School of Design. 
 

 

 
Mark Cullinan is a known personality in the diamond industry 
and has been involved with diamonds and jewellery, diamond 
mining and prospecting over the past 25 years. He is the 
great grandson of Sir Thomas Cullinan who discovered the 
Cullinan Diamond mine in South Africa in which the famous 
Cullinan Diamond was discovered in 1905. It became one of 
the first ‘peace diamonds’, smoothing over the rift between 
Boer and British in South Africa; it was presented to King 
Edward VII of England in 1908 and lead to the Union of South 
Africa in 1910. Until 2000, Mark was involved in the Venetia 
diamond mine which still produces half of South Africa’s 
diamonds. Mark is CEO of Cullinan Diamonds which in 
conjunction with Dr Thomas Hainschwang of GGTL 
Laboratory Liechtenstein produces the Cullinan Diamond 
Report which provides an unique ‘fingerprint’ identification 
of a diamond. Mark has written for the Gemological Society 
of Hong Kong and made presentations at a number of GIA 
Alumni associations.  
 

 

 
Tanya Nisguretsky literally grew up in the industry and has 
extensive experience in trade. She is President and CEO of 
Illuminex Diamonds, and Co-Founder and CEO of Virtual 
Diamond Boutique.  VDB is the jewelry industry's B2B mined 
& lab-grown diamonds, gems & jewelry platform that 
converts into a sales tool & closes more sales, as well as 
provider of innovative SaaS Solutions. 
 

 


